
PREPARING FOR 

PUBLIC MASS  
 

CAPACITY & SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 
For now, gatherings in the sanctuary will be limited to 25% capacity across the Archdiocese. For 

St. Luke, that equates to 160 in our main sanctuary and narthex per Mass and any other occasion.  

 Because it is impossible to accommodate all our parishioners for Sunday Masses, we are 

asking parishioners to be flexible in considering attendance on a different day of the week.  

Remember, the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains suspended 

in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.   We are offering nine weekday Masses to give 

more people the opportunity to receive Holy Communion.   

 Every other pew will be sectioned off. 

 You may be sharing a pew with another household, but social distance is required between 

households (6ft). 

 Our hospitality ministers will seat your household.  

 The church will be seated to fill the open pews from front to back. 

 We shall have medically trained personnel available in the church building during Mass.  

Should you feel unwell, please raise your hand and someone will come to assist you.   

  

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 

 Wash your hands. 

 Anyone 10 and MUST wear a facemask or any face covering on our campus and during 

Mass.  Please be prepared to keep your nose and mouth covered at all times. 

 Bring your own hand sanitizer that can be used before receiving Holy Communion. 

 Do not bring items that contain bleach into the sanctuary, as this will damage the pews. 

  

MASS ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 

 Masks (for ages 10+) should be worn as soon as you exit your vehicle and should be worn 

while on our campus and throughout the duration of Mass. 

 Arrive early to allow time for ministers to seat you accordingly. 



 Entry will be through the Narthex doors only.  Entrance to the main sanctuary will be 

restricted to the main double doors only. 

 By Gov. Abbott’s regulations, we can only allow a total of 160 people in the church.  Once 

we have reached that limit we cannot legally allow anyone else in.  The overflow crowd will 

be asked to remain in their cars in the parking lot, watch the Mass on Facebook (Sunday) 

and await the conclusion of the Mass.  After the congregation has left the church, the people 

waiting in the parking lot will be invited into the narthex to receive Holy Communion. 

  

MASS PROCEDURES 

 Masses will be conducted as you have seen on Facebook Live with reduced volunteer lay 

ministers. There will be no altar servers, choirs, or lay sacristans. 

 Communion will be distributed by the priests only. 

 Please keep your face mask on for the duration of Mass.  The only exception to this rule 

will be the priest and proclaimers while using the microphone at Mass.  We have to do this 

because of the limitations of our sound system. 

 There is to be no physical contact outside of households/family units at the Sign of Peace 

or hand holding during the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Baskets will not be passed during the offertory. You will be able to place your weekly gift in 

a basket as you enter the narthex, but we strongly encourage online giving.  

  

COMMUNION PROCEDURES 

 Cardinal DiNardo has mandated that communion not be offered on the tongue under any 

circumstance for the time being.  

 The precious blood will not be offered to the congregation. 

 Use of personal hand sanitizer before communion is strongly encouraged. 

 There will be a single communion line in the center of each main aisle.  Ushers will assist 

in ushering each section.  

 Masks should be worn in the communion line. After receiving communion in your hand, 

please step to the side, lower your mask, consume the Eucharist, and then re-mask as you 

head back to your pew. 

  

 

 

 



MASS DEPARTURE PROCEDURES  

 After the final blessing, parishioners must remain in their pew.  Ushers will direct you out. 

 Everyone seated in the pews will be dismissed one section at a time, pew by pew, from the 

back pews to the front. 

 You must exit your pew when prompted. Private prayer is not available after Sunday 

Masses to allow the church to cleaned and sanitized before the next Mass. 

 Clergy will not shake hands in the narthex. They will wave as you exit. 

 Please do not congregate outside but head directly to your vehicle to allow the next Mass 

to start on time. 

  

CHURCH CLEANING PROCEDURES 

 We will continue to implement cleanliness and sanitization practices, including cleaning 

pews daily and in between every Mass. 

 Disinfecting bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently touched surfaces occur 

throughout the day. 

 Parish staff will be required to wear facemasks, wash hands, and will not report to work 

should they experience any COVID-19 symptoms. 

  

CONFESSION 

  

 May 11 – 17: Saturday, 3pm – 5pm 

  Thursday, after the 7pm Mass until all confessions are heard 

 May 18 – until further notice: Saturdays, 4pm – 5pm 

   Thursdays, after 7pm Mass until all confessions are heard 

 Please wear a mask to confession and maintain social distance from others in line. 

 The confessionals will be arranged so that your confession will be private while maintaining 

social distance. 

o Fr. Guthrie will be hearing confessions in English by the Ambry (Holy Oil Case). 

o Fr. Jhon will be hearing confessions in Spanish by the choir section. 

 Please stay 6 feet apart when waiting in line (markers will be on the floor). 

 After your confession, please use the center section of pews for prayer. 

 Please do not stay longer than 30 minutes after your confession to allow other parishioners 

to enter the sanctuary. 



 Please wash your hands before coming to the church and after your departure. 

 In the event of a sacramental emergency call 281.481.6816. 

tel:2814198700

